20th CENTURY-FOX 


EXHIBITOR’S CAMPAIGN MANUAL 


SYNOPSIS 


(Not for Publication) 


Miguel Delmonte (Rick Jason) and his sister Felicia (Rita 
Gam) inherit a vast Spanish land grant in California. Upon arrival 
they find that a Yankee land grabber, Rufus Bynum (Steve Brodie), 
has sold a part of their land to a group of people who have built 
a town upon it. When Miguel serves notice on the town that they 
are trespassing, Bynum hires a Texas gunslinger, Larry McCracken 
(Brian Keith), to kill Miguel. 


When McCracken rides to the Delmonte hacienda to face Miguel, 
he meets Felicia and the two fall in love upon sight. Later, Mc- 
Cracken saves Miguel from an ambush and throws in his lot with 
him against Bynum. 


When a wagon train asks permission to camp on Miguel’s land, 
he grants them permission and meets the widowed Sue Russell 
(Mala Powers). 


Tension increases between the two factions when the United 
States ratifies the Mexican-U.S. peace treaty, recognizing the va- 
lidity of Spanish land claims. Bynum convinces the townspeople 
that Miguel will now force them from their homes and they march 
on Miguel’s hacienda. Sue convinces the wagon train people to 
come to Miguel’s aid and both sides line up opposite each other 
before the hacienda. 


Disaster is averted when Miguel tells the townspeople they 
may keep the land but that he will settle personally with Bynum. 
The land grabber flees and in the ensuing fight both Bynum and 
McCracken are killed. 


Before he dies McCracken and Felicia confess their love for 
one another. Sue and Miguel, too, have fallen in love and they 
settle down together on the now secure ranchero. 
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Rick Jason, as an embattled land owner, Rita Gam, as an exotic 
Spanish aristocrat, and Brian Keith, as a professional gunman, are 
shown in this scene from Twentieth Century-Fox’s CinemaScope, 
De Luxe Color production of “Sierra Baron,” currently at the 
Theatre. A story of the early gold rush days in Cali- 
fornia, the film also stars Mala Powers as Jason’s sweetheart, and 


Steve Brodie as a vicious land-grabber. 


Mat 2A 


Training Pays Off 


Years of intensive training 
and apprenticeship in the mak- 
ing of motion pictures paid off 
for Plato A. Skouras when he 
was assigned to produce the 
lush Twentieth Century-Fox 
dramatization of Thomas Wake- 
field Blackburn’s “Sierra 
Baron.” 


Filmed on location in Mexico 
and in both CinemaScope and 
De Luxe Color, the production 
stars Brian Keith, Rick Jason, 
Rita Gam, Mala Powers and 
Steve Brodie and will open .... 
at the Theatre. 


Although Skouras, 28, is the 
son of veteran motion picture 
magnet and Twentieth president, 
Spyros P. Skouras, he has work- 
ed his way up the production 
ladder just as any other talented 
film newcomer might. 

A graduate of Yale, where 
he majored in drama, Skouras 
studied the intricacies of the ex- 
hibition, booking *and’ business 
phase of the film industry under 
some of the toughest drill mast- 
ers in the industry. 


Switching then to the produc- 
tion end of the business, he was 
placed under the famed produc- 
er, Darryl F. Zanuck, where he 
learned the secrets of film edit- 
ing in the studio cutting rooms. 


Later he served as an assist- 
ant producer on “House of Bam- 
boo,” a top film product, and 
was then deemed ready to serve 
as a full producer. His first two 
pictures were “Apache Warrior” 
and “Under Fire,” for Regal 
Films Corporation. 


Studio executives viewing the 
first “rushes” on “Sierra Baron” 
were so impressed that they 
quickly signed Skouras to an- 
other top production, “Villa.” 

Also to be filmed in Mexico, 
“Villa” was placed in production 
by the hard-working producer 
immediately following comple- 
tion of “Sierra Baron.” 


Mala Star's Choice 


Mala Powers, who portrays 
a beautiful young widow who 
captures the heart of an embat- 
tled Spanish aristocrat in Twen- 
tieth Century Fox’s Cinema- 
Scope, De Luxe Color produc- 
tion of “Sierra Baron,” now at 
10 00 eee eerie Theatre, owes her 
first break in films to the well- 
known star, Ida Lupino. 

Mala was one of over 300 
pretty girls being tested for the 
lead role in Miss Lupino’s pro- 
duction of “Outrage” when she 
was spotted as potential star 
material and signed to a con- 
tract. Following the film, she 
was awarded many coveted roles 
—her most famous being that 
of “Roxanne” to Jose Ferrer’s 
“Cyrano de Bergerac” in the 
Academy Award-winning film. 

In “Sierra Baron” she co-stars 
with Brian Keith, Rick Jason, 
Rita Gam and Steve Brodie. The 
picture was produced by Plato 
A. Skouras and directed by 
James B. Clark. 
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Killer's Cross-Draw 


The deadliest trick of the Old 
West’s professional gunfighters 
—the cross-draw—is one of the 
action highlights from Twenti- 
eth Century-fox’s tense, out- 
door drama, “Sierra Baron,” 
currently at the Theatre. 

It took star Brian Keith, who 
plays the role of a gunslinger 
hired to kill the brother of the 


woman he loves in the Plato A.. 


Skouras production, several 
weeks of practice to master the 
technique, which was a specialty 
of such famous gunmen as Wes 
Fancher and Jimmy Ringo. 

The deadly trick led to the 
death of many gunmen and 
peace officers right up until the 
end of the gunman as a breed, 
which happened in the last few 
years of the last century. 

Here is how it was done: With 
his right hand extended or occu- 
pied and his back to his oppon- 
ent, the gunslinger sneaked his 
left hand across his body to fire 
his gun with the thumb of his 
left hand, his thigh muscles pop- 
ping the gun clear of its holster. 

Keith stars in the Cinema- 
Scope, De Luxe Color produc- 
tion with Rick Jason, Rita Gam, 
Mala Powers and Steve Brodie. 
James B. Clark directed filming 
on location in Mexico. 


Slow But Sure 


A strike of drivers and trans- 
portation workers forced mem- 
bers of the cast and crew of 
“Sierra Baron,” Twentieth Cen- 
tury-Fox CinemaScope, De Luxe 
Color production next at the 
Bee iy as: Theatre, to ride bur- 
ros eight miles daily for a two- 
week period to location sites near 
Mexico City. 

The large company was able 
to keep a few of their own ve- 
hicles in use during the strike, 
but these had to be used to 
transport equipment needed 
during the shooting sessions. 

The picture stars Brian Keith, 
Rick Jason, Rita Gam, Mala 
Powers and Steve Brodie and 
was produced by Plato A. 
Skouras and directed by James 
B. Clark. 


Land-Grabbing Era 


“Sierra Baron,” the blazing 
story of the gold rush and the 
era of rope and gun law in Cali- 
fornia, opens at the 
Bae Cure Theatre. Starring Brian 
Keith, Rick Jason, Rita Gam, 
Mala Powers and Steve Brodie, 
the Twentieth Century-Fox Cine- 
maScope, De Luxe Color film 
tells the exciting story of four 
people caught up in love and 
violence amid the clash of Span- 
ish land owners and Yankee ad- 
venturers. 

Produced by Plato A. Skouras, 
and directed by James B. Clark, 
the screenplay by Houston 
Branch is based upon Thomas 
Wakefield Blackburn’s novel of 
the same name. 

“Sierra Baron” was shot en- 
tirely on location in Mexico. 


Rita's Rule 


Rita Gam, the sultry and vol- 
atile star of “Sierra Baron,” 
currently at the The- 
atre, insists upon roles with 
“dress appeal.” Her role in the 
colorful CinemaScope  produc- 
tion makes no exception to this 
code. As a matter of fact the 
beautiful brunette designed 
many of the elegant costumes 
herself. 

She studied countless mail or- 
der books and illustrations from 
the period of the 1850’s, the time 
of the screenplay. In addition, 
she had the problem of tailoring 
her designs to the specialized 
nature of the part—that of a 
fashionable, yet undeniably 
Spanish aristocrat whose clothes 
were a combination of native 
fashion plus the then-current 
vogue. 

Well-designed clothes have al- 
ways been an important factor 
in determining Rita’s selection 
of roles. In her first starring 
film, ‘““‘The Thief,” she wore sev- 
eral beautiful, figure-revealing 
costumes — and spoke not one 
word of dialogue throughout the 
entire film. In “The Sign of the 
Pagan,” she dressed in exotic 
early Roman costumes and per- 
haps her best role, from the sar- 
torial standpoint, was “Saadia,” 
opposite Cornel Wilde. She 
played an Arabian girl and her 
costumes for this role caused 
a stir that had a magic influence 
on movie attendance. 

And, when she played the 
mysterious German girl in 
“Night People” opposite Greg- 
ory Peck, she wore some of the 
most exciting creations ever 
seen in the German capital of 
Berlin, where the film was made. 

Rita carries this clothes con- 
sciousness into her private ward- 
robe for which she is known in- 
ternationally. 

In “Sierra Baron,” which was 
produced by Plato A. Skouras 
in. De Luxe Color, Rita portrays 
the sister of a proud Spanish 
grandee who, despite her aristo- 
cratic background, falls in love 
with a _ professional gunman. 
The film, which also stars 
Brian Keith, Rick Jason, Mala 
Powers and Steve Brodie, is 
based on a novel by Thomas 
Wakefield Blackburn describing 
the terrible land wars that de- 
veloped between the holders of 
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| anciect land grants and the land- 
grabbing gold rush settlers who 


invaded California. James B. 
Clark directed the Houston 
Branch screenplay. 


Great to Be Bad 


Veteran stage, screen and TV 
actor Steve Brodie is drawing 
special notice for his perform- 
ance as the merciless gang: lead- 
er in Twentieth Century-Fox’s 
CinemaScope, De Luxe Color 
production of Thomas Wakefield 
Blackburn’s lusty novel of early 
California, “Sierra Baron.” Pre- 
view audiences have declared his 
portrayal of “Rufus Bynum,” 
one of the most menacing in the 
history of Hollywood villainy. 

Unlike most people, Steve 
likes people to say how bad he 
is—for, when you play motion 
picture bad guys, it’s a compli- 
ment. * 

The versatile actor is co-star- 
red with Brian Keith, Rick Ja- 
son, Rita Gam and Mala Powers 
in this Plato A. Skouras-pro- 
duced , James B. Clark-directed 
film, which is currently playing 
at the Theatre. 

Steve is well known to audi- 
ences for, over the past few 
years, his list of screen credits 
have included some of the most 
entertaining pictures to come out 
of Hollywood. Among the best- 
known are “Home of the Brave,” 
“Only the Valiant,” “Kiss To- 
morrow Goodbye” and “Charge 
at Feather River.” 


New Talent Team 


“Sierra Baron,’ Twentieth 
Century-Fox’s CinemaScope, De 
Luxe Color production taken 
from the popular novel by 
Thomas Wakefield Blackburn, 
is another example of a pro- 
ducer-director team working to- 
gether almost as a single mind. 

Plato A. Skouras was study- 
ing film editing under movie- 
land veteran James B. Clark 
and a close friendship developed 
between the two men. This led 
to the team which has made of 
“Sierra Baron” what preview 
audiences have termed “one of 
the most unusual and original 
western films to be made this 
year.” It’s at the .... Theatre. 


California Grandee-Gold Rush Land Wars 


Spark CinemaScope Drama, ‘Sierra Baron” 


(ADVANCE) 


“Sierra Baron,” Twentieth Century-Fox’s CinemaScope, De Luxe Color film drama- 
tization of Thomas Wakefield Blackburn’s novel of the California land wars of the 


Debut to Stardom—28 Years! 


It took Hollywood 28 years to get Brian Keith back 
in the fold. Keith stars as a hired gunslinger in Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox’s CinemaScope, De Luxe Color production* of 


“Sierra Baron,” 


which opens ... 


eevee 


at the Theatre. 


The brawny actor made his motion picture debut at the age of 
three in “The Pied Piper of Malone” with Thomas Meighan, Lois 
Wilson and Henry Stevenson in 1924. When he faced the cameras 
for his second film, it was as a tough cavalry officer in “Arrow- 


head” in 1952. 


In the 28-year interim, he sharpened his acting skills on the 
legitimate stage and more lately became a TV favorite, appearing 


on most of the top shows. 


Once back in Hollywood he quickly re-established himself and 
became an important star with such high adventure films as “The 
Bamboo Prison,” “The Violent Men,” “Alaska Seas” and “Run of 


the Arrow.” 


In “Sierra Baron,” which is Producer Plato A. Skouras’ first 
Twentieth Century-Fox film following two highly successful Regal 
Films productions, Brian plays a hired gunman employed to kill 
a Spanish grandee in a land dispute, only to become an ally of the 
man he is hired to kill. In this role he demonstrates for the first 
time on the screen the difficult cross-draw of the Old West’s great- 


est gunfighters. 


The six-foot one-inch, 185-pound star is the son of Robert Keith 
and Helena Shipman—both successful stage stars. He trouped with 
his parents until World War II when he entered the Marine Corps, 
being released in 1945 as a sergeant. 

Co-starring with him in the screen adaptation of Thomas Wake- 
field Blackburn’s lusty novel of the California gold rush days are 
Rick Jason, Rita Gam, Mala Powers and Steve Brodie. 

James B. Clark directed the picture which was filmed entirely 


on location in Mexico. 


Sees Show—Gets Job 


Many actors have been “dis- 
covered” while portraying some 
relatively minor role on _ the 
stage—but Rick Jason, star of 
Twentieth Century-Fox’s Cine- 
maScope, De Luxe Color pro- 
duction of “Sierra Baron,” cur- 
rently at the Theatre, 
was tapped for stardom while 
watching a play, not appearing 
in it. 

Rick, a handsome, 6 feet 4 
inches, was attending the the- 
atre one evening when famed 
actor-director Hume Cronyn 
spotted him and gave him a 
try-out which led to an impor- 


tant role in Ludwig Bemelman’s |; 


“Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep.” 
This role led to the coveted 
Theatre World Award and an 
offer of four contracts with four 
major film studios. 

After many typical Hollywood 
difficulties, Rick chalked up solid 
performances in such memorable 
films as “Sombrero,” “The Sara- 
cen Blade,” “The Lieutenant 
Wore Skirts” and “The Way- 
ward Bus.” 

An avid do-it-yourselfer whose 
hobbies and skills extend from 
the art of plumbing to the craft 
of ceramics, Rick was originally 
headed for a secure, non-glam- 
orous job in Wall Street, a place 
his New York family had edu- 
cated him towards for some 
years. 

But the lure of the theatre 
was too great and, upon dis- 
charge from the Air Force, he 
used his GI Bill to attend the 
American Academy of Dramatic 
Arts. 

In “Sierra Baron,” Rick plays 
the title role—that of “Miguel 
Delamonte,” owner of a vast 
Spanish land grant in California 
in the 1850’s when many Spanish 
aristocrats had to fight lawless 
bands of Yankee land-grabbers 
who sought to steal their 
ranches. 

His co-stars are Brian Keith, 
Rita Gam, Mala Powers and 
Steve Brodie. The film was pro- 
duced by Plato A. Skouras and 
directed by James B. Clark. 


Part True to Life 


Carlos Muzquiz, who plays an 
important supporting role in 
Twentieth Century - Fox’s dy- 
namic action film, “Sierra Bar- 
on,” is well qualified for this, 
or any other action role. Senor 
Muzquiz is a one-time Mexican 
railway police official whose 
career started back in the days 
when bandits still plagued trains 
south of the border. He is cred- 
ited with the execution of scores 
of bandits. 

In “Sierra Baron” he appears 
with stars Brian Keith, Rick 
Jason, Rita Gam, Mala Powers 
and Steve Brodie. The film opens 
DGGUNes cree ee Theatre. 
His brother, also a policeman, 
was killed by bandits last year 
while Senor Musquiz was work- 
ing in “The Sun Also Rises.” 


Prop Subsidized 


The Mexican government owns 
a new source of revenue due 
to Producer Plato A. Skouras 
who chose a Mexican site as 
best representing early Cali- 
fornia today for his current 
Twentieth Century-Fox film, 
“Sierra Baron,” the story of the 
land wars between the Spanish 
grandees and invading settlers. 

The young producer, whose 
reputation for painstaking ac- 
curacy is growing with each 
film assignment, built a $50,000 
frontier settlement on the loca- 
tion for scenes in the high ad- 
venture story now showing at 
thee Theatre. 

When the filming was com- 
pleted, the government officials 
suddenly ordered the company 
to leave the huge, sprawling 
prop standing. They plan to use 
the settlement for rental rev- 
enue from other film companies 
and as a tourist attraction. Be- 
cause of their co-operation, 
Skouras was more than happy 
to comply. 

The “Western Town” will pro- 
vide funds for a modernization 
program in a primitive village 
nearby. 

“Sierra Baron” stars Brian 
Keith, Rick Jason, Rita Gam, 
Mala Powers and Steve Brodie. 
James B. Clark directed the 
Houston Branch screenplay. 


-@ last century, offers an unusual 


and realistic insight into a little- 
known but highly colorful part 
of American history. Starring 
Brian Keith, Rick Jason, Rita 
Gam, Mala Powers and Steve 
Brodie, the Plato A. Skouras 
production opens at the 
wine oataecae Theatre. 

“Sierra Baron” tells the story 
of Miguel Delmonte and _ his 
beautiful sister, Felicia. As the 
inheritors of a vast Spanish 
land grant in California, they 
run against the law of rope and 
gun when they find that a por- 
tion of their holdings have been 
stolen by a crooked land manip- 
ulator. Further complications 
arise when a group of settlers 
move in between the crossfire. 

Rick Jason, first starred in 
“The Wayward Bus” and recent- 
ly in “Rx Murder” for the film 
company, brings dark good looks 
and quiet strength to the role 
of the grandee with Rita Gam 
a perfect foil as his elegantly 
lovely sister. Newcomer Mala 
Powers takes another step for- 
ward in her career as a strong- 
minded wagon train immigrant. 
However, key to most of the ac- 
tion in the film is in the charac- 
ter portrayed by Brian Keith— 
that of a deadly gun-slinger 
who, although hired to kill Mi- 
guel, falls in love with Felicia 
and aids them in their fight 
against land-grabber Steve 
Brodie. In this role Keith has 
an outstanding moment, mark- 
ing a first in motion pictures: 
he executes the difficult cross- 
draw of the professional gun- 
man of the 19th century. 

“Sierra Baron” was filmed in 
Mexico under the direction of 
James B. Clark from a screen- 
play by Houston Branch. 


‘Sierra’ Now Film 


“Sierra Baron,” popular 
Thomas Wakefield Blackburn 
novel which has been made inte 
a film by Twentieth Century- 
Fox, currently at the 
Theatre, is the result of years 
of painstaking research on the 
part of the author. 

Blackburn had long been fas- 
cinated by the violence and law- 
lessness of California in the 
mid-1850’s—the days of the gold 
rush and the land grabbers who 
sought to steal the ancient Span- 
ish land grant for themselves. 
From the facts amassed on this 
crucial frontier era in America’s 
history, Blackburn wove a dazzl- 
ing tale of the bitter last-ditch 
power war which has now been 
excitingly reconstructed in Cine- 
maScope and De Luxe Color, 
by Producer Plato A. Skouras 
and his director, James B. Clark. 


Rick Jason, who plays the title role in Twentieth Century-Fox’s 


CinemaScope, 
at the 
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De Luxe Color drama 
Theatre, embraces Mala Powers, who 


“Sierra Baron,” opening 


plays his sweetheart in this scene from the Plato A. Skouras pro- 
duction which also stars Brian Keith, Rita Gam and Steve Brodie. 
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Copyright © MCMLVIII Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corporation 


PRESS PUBLICITY: 


“Sierra Baron’ Captures Violence 


Of California Gold-Rush Period 


The State of California—named by the great conquistadore 
Cortez for a mythical land of promise mentioned in a popular 
16th century work of literature—is the subject of an unusual film 


currently at: Thee. sa .c ess Theatre. “Sierra Baron,” a Twentieth 
Century-Fox CinemaScope, De Luxe Color production, deals with 
the crucial period of the “Golden State’s” history, the 1850’s— 
when old families holding huge land grants from the Spanish 
crown fought with tenacity and futility against the Yankee land 
grabbers brought west by the floodtide of the gold rush. 

The film, produced by Plato A. Skouras, deals with this period 
not only in terms of violence and gun law, but in terms of human 
relationships and the subsequent mingling of Spanish and American 
blood which produced the empire builders of a later era. 

At the point at which “Sierra Baron” picks up California’s 
history, the state has been free of Mexican domination for some 
twenty or more years; a war has been fought, primarily over 
Texas, but one which ceded, de facto, all of the Mexican claims 
north of the Rio Grande River. A part of this Mexican claim was 
California. 

The discovery of gold had brought vast numbers of people 
streaming west—this was a new breed of man, unknown to the 
old line Californians, many of whom were feudal in their concepts. 
Among this flood of new blood were, of course, many thieves. 

A tew of the Spanish land grant holders were reasonable men, 
such as the title figure of “Sierra Baron,” played by Rick Jason, 
and they sought to conciliate with this new force which was chang- 
ing their lives—such men were few, but they managed to become 
important in the new state and the nation. 

“Sierra Baron” has captured completely this phase of history 
with keen insight into the right, as well as the wrong on both sides; 
and, emulating life and history itself, it tells its story in terms 
of romance as well as violence. This is due not only to the immagi- 
nation of the Houston Branch screenplay or the competence of the 
stars—Brian Keith, Mr. Jason, Rita Gam, Mala Powers and Steve 
Brodie—but also to the direction of James B. Clark. 


Quick Change Artist 


Rick Jason, star of Twentieth 
Century-Fox’s CinemaScope, De 
Luxe Color production, “Sierra 
Baron,’ currently at; thes ....: 
Theatre, is a ‘quick-change’ ac- 
tor. In his last picture for Fox 
—‘Rx Murder,” he played a 


modern doctor on the trail of a 
killer; earlier he had been the 
driver of “The Wayward Bus.” 
In “Sierra Baron,” which was 
produced by Plato A. Skouras, 
he plays a Spansh grandee of 
the mid-19th Century. 


SEE THAT “SIERRA BARON” 
RULES AIRWAVES FOR YOU 


Tune in early for the biggest returns on the most reasonable out- 


put for your promotion dollar. Radio is still, today, one of the 
least costly of advertising media despite its current popularity 
rebirth. Consult your local stations for time-buys surrounding lead- 
ing day and evening shows and book as many as your budget will 
allow. "Sierra Baron" is a family-type production. It has romance, 
adventure, suspense; it has breath-taking scenic beauty, it holds 
the exotic charm of Spanish culture, the hard-hitting realism of 
gold-rush hordes. Don't let "Sierra Baron" ride by without creat- 


ing a pre-sell stir the like of which resounds at your box office. 


Suggested Radio Announcements: 


(For Live Broadcasting) 

20 Seconds 

Across the screen the valiant, violent vaqueros ride again. “Sierra Baron," 
the flaming epic of Old California's bloodiest battle . .. a mighty adventure 
of greed, guns and glory. Don't miss Twentieth Century-Fox's powerful ad- 
venture drama, "Sierra Baron." In breath-taking CinemaScope and De Luxe 


Color. "Sierra Baron" starts ................ ate thO ee ess: Theatre. 


30 Seconds 

"Sierra Baron," the epic saga of the valiant, violent vaqueros in the last 
flaming days of Old California. Don't miss Twentieth Century-Fox's thrill- 
packed adventure drama, "Sierra Baron." See the glory ride of the wild 


. . . See the 


. “Sierra Baron," 


vaqueros . . . See the men whose courage built an empire 
first covered wagons smash through the mountains . . 
starring Brian Keith, Rick Jason, Rita Gam, Mala Powers and Steve Brodie. 


“Sierra Baron" ‘starts’ ..............2 att inein a ae Theatre. 


60 Seconds 


Across the screen the valiant, violent vaqueros ride again as Twentieth 
Century-Fox presents its blazing action drama, "Sierra Baron." Before your 
eyes Old California becomes a battleground for power. Before your eyes 
the epic saga of the men whose courage built an empire. Before your eyes 
the covered wagons blaze an historic trail across mountain and river. Here 
is California's bloodiest battle for power. "Sierra Baron," a CinemaScope 
drama in thrilling color by De Luxe. See Brian Keith, Rick Jason, Rita Gam, 
Mala Powers and Steve Brodie in "Sierra Baron." A mighty adventure of 
greed, guns and glory. Live or die . . . shoot to kill. Be sure you see each 


thrilling moment. "Sierra Baron" starts ..0.0.00.0...... Cees Theatre. 


‘Sierra Held Over 


“Sierra Baron,” the Twentieth 
Century-Fox CinemaScope, De 
Luxe Color production filmed 
entirely in Mexico, has been 
held-over for an additional .... 
cM FMB aS acer ere Theatre. 

Starring Brian Keith, Rick 
Jason, Rita Gam, Mala Powers 
and Steve Brodie, the film was 
produced from Thomas Wake- 
field Blackburn’s novel by Plato 
A. Skouras. James B. Clark di- 
rected the screenplay about the 
gold rush days in California. 

“Sierra Baron” is Mr. Skouras’ 
first full production for Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox, although he 
previously produced two fea- 
tures for Regal Films, releasing: 
through Twentieth. 


“R | a 
elampago 


The beautiful horse ridden by 
Rick Jason in Twentieth Cen- 
tury - Fox’s CinemaScope, De 
Luxe Color production of ‘Sier- 
ra Baron” was a special loan 
from the Mexican government 
to the producer of the film, 
Plato A. Skouras. 

The horse, “Relampago,” is a 
blooded Arabian stallion and 
was originally presented to the 
President of Mexico by the 
President of Cuba. Emillio Fer- 
nandez, famed Mexican director, 
loaned the horse to Skouras for 
his production in the name of 
the government. 

“Sierra Baron” is the film 
dramatization of Thomas Wake- 
field Blackburn’s historical novel 
of the California gold rush and 
stars Brian Keith, Rita Gam, 
Mala Powers and Steve Brodie, 
in addition to Rick Jason. 

“Relampago” is Spanish for 
lightning. 

Later, the beautiful animal 
caught pneumonia due to the un- 
usually intense cold in the 
mountains and had to be re- 
placed. 
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MALA POWERS STEVE BRODIE 
ee 


SPELLS 


excitement! 
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Ancient Hacienda, Mighty Mountains Form 
Authentic Backdrop for “Sierra Baron” 


“Sierra Baron,” Twentieth Century-Fox’s CinemaScope, De Luxe Color picturiza- 


tion of Thomas Wakefield Blackburn’s adventure novel 
Ae ee Theatre, was filmed en- @ 


tirely on location in Mexico, us- 
ing such diverse areas as the 
bottom of a dried lake across 
which Cortez launched his in- 
vasion of Mexico City 300 years 
ago; rugged Cortez Pass, high 
in the La Marquesa mountains; 
and a palatial hacienda built in 
1590 by a Spanish grandee. 
Producer Plato A. Skouras se- 
lected these sites for their rela- 


Hungry Hay Burners 


Plato A. Skouras, young pro- 
ducer of Twentieth Century- 
Fox’s CinemaScope, De Luxe 
Color production of Thomas 
Wakefield Blackburn’s novel 
of the California gold rush 
“Sierra Baron,” now playing at 
thes Bee Theatre, has reaf- 
firmed his title to the crown of 
being one of Hollywood’s most 
exacting young producers. 

He and Director James B. 
Clark found that the Houston 
Branch screenplay called for a 
wagon train with starved horse 
teams. Filming on location in 
Mexico, they were able to find 
some actual, starving horses be- 
longing to Mexican peons and 
they were used. 

Once the wagon train scenes 
were shot, all of the animals 
were assured full feed bags for 
some time to come, compliments 
of Skouras and Clark. 

The lusty tale of the Spanish 
grant land wars which took place 
in the 1850’s stars Brian Keith, 
Rick Jason, Rita Gam, Mala 
Powers and Steve Brodie. 


os 
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which is currently at the 


e Fair Senorita. 


“STERRA’ 
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tion to the story which concerns 
a Spanish aristocrat fighting to 
protect his inherited ancient 
land grant from land grabbers. 

The novel had long fascinated 
the young producer and when 
he brought his cast — starring 
Brian Keith, Rick Jason, Rita 
Gam, Mala Powers and Steve 
Brodie—into Mexico he knew 


Beautiful Rita Gam _ stars in 
Twentieth Century-Fox’s Cine- 
maScope, De Luxe Color produc- 
tion of “Sierra Baron” currently 
atthe nce Theatre. Mat 1A 


just the kind of backdrop 
he wanted to recreate this dra- 
ma of the mid-19th century. 

Skouras felt that by filming 
in the very land which bred 
the actual incidents in the film, 
he would achieve the kind of 
inner realism which means the 
difference between just another 
Western picture and a true epic. 

Nor, were the locations chosen 
by the producer easy upon either 
himself or the cast and crew. 
When shooting high upon Cor- 
tez Pass, 14,000 feet above sea 
level, everyone had to be given 
daily doses of pure oxygen to 
preserve their strength. 

It seemed at times that all of 
nature conspired against them 
—wolves, coyotes and even lo- 
cal villagers devoured the huge 
barbecued steers needed for 
props in a fiesta scene. Rick 
Jason’s horse, a beautiful gold- 
en Palamino — loaned by the 
Mexican Government — devel- 
oped pneumonia and died. 

Numerous storms delayed the 
picture’s filming schedule both 
in the flatlands and while in the 
mountains. The La Marquesa’s 
first snowstorm since 1940 not 
only blew away all of the props 
and sets, but stranded the com- 
pany for over 48 hours before 
relief could reach them. 


Although rewarded for his 
“Sierra Baron” production, the 
young producer, and Director 
James B. Clark, groaned when 
they heard that the “reward”’— 
an assignment to make “Villa,” 
another Fox film—would also be 
shot on location in Mexico. 


FOLLOW THESE EXPLOITATION TIPS 
TO ROUND OUT YOUR CAMPAIGN 


@ Trave! Agencies. Promote windows stressing the legends and legendary beauty 
of Southern California and Mexico featured in "Sierra Baron." 


e@ Bank Promotion. "Since the times of the ‘Sierra Baron’ and the forty-niners, 
only a few have struck it rich. Steady savings are surest, safest. Open an account 
here today.'' Use this copy for a poster in promotion with a local savings bank. 


@ Handicraft Shops. Colorful displays of Mexican-Spanish fashion accessories 
can highlight a still display of "Sierra Baron"' to your box office advantage. 


e@ Specialty Shops. Have local fashion shops feature Spanish (Mexican) em- 
A. os: Sue broidered blouses, skirts, mantillas, etc. 
BRIAN KEITH- RICK JASON: RITA GA Gold Doubloons. Hide a few "gold doubloons" in the business and shopping 
center of town, advertising that the first one brought to your theatre will receive 


its value in dollars—sixteen—as the reward. 


Conduct beauty hunt for the loveliest representative of Spanish 
descent in your locale. Have winner crowned by other entrants in stage presen- 


tation in which all wear native costumes. 


Spanish Rose. Select a certain red rose to be furnished by local florist as door 
compliments to all fair ladies attending opening showing of film. 


Vaquero Rides. Costume a street rider in the dashing trappings of the Spanish 
vaqueros in the film to advertise your playdate. 


e Spanish Dance. Arrange for a Spanish Dance Competition with local amateurs 
displaying their skills in flamenco dances. 


@ Color-In Contest. Using the mounted vaquero figure from the ad art, set up 
a color-in contest awarding free passes to the best entries. 


e Hispanic Society. Contact the chairman of your local Hispanic Society to ar- 


range for club members to attend the local premiere. 


The sweep, the excitement of 
"Sierra Baron" challenges the 
viewer in this stunning standee 
designed for multi-uses in the 
local campaign. In full-color, 
the "Sierra Baron" standee has 
all the dash and attraction to 
pull in the Western-conscious 


public. Order from NSS. 


ee | 


@ Spanish Menu Special. Arrange with nearby restaurant to serve a special 
Spanish (Mexican) dinner which, together with theatre tickets, will be package- 
priced for your engagement. 


TV SLIDES SELL RED-BLOODED ACTION 


Make home audiences instantly aware of the colorful and vastly different 
kind of Western that awaits them at your theatre by flashing these exciting 
frames at key viewing hours. 


SHARED I.D. Slide (or Telop) 


This style, with Call Letters, is used for 10-secona 
station breaks. Copy and frame shown at left. 


Announcer (Live) : 


Live or die . . . shoot to kill . . . in the last 
days of Old California. Don't miss "Sierra 
Baroniccstants ..0)2 fs er nee Theatre! 


ALSO AVAILABLE: General Slide (or Telop) 


ORDER FROM: 
Q.Q. Title Card Co. With info.... $6.00 
247 W. 46 Street Without .... $5.00 
New York, N. Y. Duplicates.. $2.50 


Announcer (Live) : 


Across the screen the valiant, violent vaqueros 


ride again in the last flaming days of Old 


California. "Sierra Baron'’ in CinemaScope, Specify: "Shared" or "General," slide or 
h telop. If "Shared," include station Call 
StattSanceacc ass) 5 teas Theatre. Letters. Name film, "Sierra Baron." 
(date) (name) 
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FLUORESCENT 


SATIN 
ACCESSORIES 


Sectional Valance 
Special 3-Pc. Streamer 
Usher's Lapel Badge 


Order From: 
National Flag 
& Display Co. 

43 West 2Ist St. 

N.Y. 10, N.Y. 


(In Canada: Theatre 
Poster Service Ltd., 
227 Victoria St., 
Toronto, Ont.) 


REGULAR 
TRAILER 
NOW 
READY 


ORDER 
FROM 
NSS 


COLOR BY DE LUXE 


CINEMAScCOPE 


BRIAN KEITH: RICK isi ‘RITA GAM MALA POWERS STEVE BRODIE 


PRODUCED BY DIRECTED BY SCREENPLAY BY 


PLATO A. SKOURAS - JAMES B. CLARK - HOUSTON BRANCH 
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SINUUVAVUUUTNVULUVALLYVALUVAALUUAEYSE CLAIM 


Based on the Novel “Sierra Baron” by Thomas Wakefield Blackburn S | G 


MAT—307 


100 lines x 3 cols. (300 lines) 
(3 cols. x 7s inches) 
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POSTERS-ACCESSORIES 


lerta Baron 


STULL UAL ULM MTU 


a CET IG SAS AT GAM 
WALA POWERS STE BRODIE. 


PATE A SOUS WE 


6-SHEET 3-SHEET 1-SHEET 


BRIAN KEITH: RICK JASON. RITA GAM 
MALA cihleta STEVE BRODIE: 


24-SHEET 14 x 22 WINDOW CARD 
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“LIVE OR DIE! 
SHOOT TO KILL 
IN THE LAST DAYS 
OF OLD CALIFORNIA! 


COLOR by DE LUXE 
CINEMaAScoPE 


starring 


BRIAN KEITH - RICK JASON RITA GAM 
——-MALA POWERS STEVE BRODIE si so 


Directed by 


JAMES B. CLARK 


Screenplay b 
ee rie HOUSTON BRANCH 


MAT—205 # 


145 lines x 2 cols. (290 lines) 
(2 cols. x 1034 inches) 


Sul UNH ULATION ET 


WERT BITR OF OL 
sae WOMMRA CUT HF MBOURTAING 
POE GOLD IN RIVERE OF BLOG! 


Cinemnticoré 
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ees 3 x 10 Glo-Color Stills 
14 x 36 8 x 10 B/W Stills 
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